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• 2011-2020 Aichi Biodiversity Targets largely not met

• Costs to economic growth and human well-being rampant

• Urgent need to scale up efforts and to design an effective 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework (CBD COP15)

At a critical juncture



• Agree on a robust, specific, measurable and ambitious 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework

• Scale up policies to conserve and sustainably use 
biodiversity, including economic incentives

• Scale up finance from all sources and establish consistent 
and comparable finance tracking and reporting

• Reform subsidies harmful to biodiversity

Some policy priorities

Source: OECD (2019), Biodiversity: Finance and the Economic and Business Case for Action. An OECD report prepared for the G7 
Environment Ministers Meeting, 5-6 May, 2019



Tracking biodiversity-relevant economic instruments 

and the finance they generate (Aichi Target 3)

• Policies - including economic instruments - must be scaled up

Example: Number of countries with biodiversity-relevant taxes

• OECD tracks biodiversity-relevant taxes, fees and charges, tradable 
permits, environmentally-motivated subsidies, and now also payments 
for ecosystem services and biodiversity offsets. 

Source: OECD PINE database, 2020



Potentially harmful government support outweighs 

total biodiversity finance from all sources

78-91
USD billion

~500 
USD billion

ANNUAL BIODIVERSITY 

FINANCE FROM ALL SOURCES

ANNUAL GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 

POTENTIALLY HARMFUL TO BIODIVERSITY

Source: OECD (2020), A Comprehensive Overview of Global Biodiversity Finance. 



The EU Biodiversity Strategy is comprehensive, addresses the key pressures on biodiversity loss and 
includes quantitative targets on a number of elements. For example:

• 30% protected area coverage (terrestrial and marine) by 2030 

• 25% of organic farming by 2030

• setting 10% of agricultural land aside as high-diversity landscape features

• 50% reduction in use – and risk of – pesticides by 2030

• dedicating 20 bn €/year to biodiversity (now superseded by the decision to dedicate 7.5% of the EU 
budget as of 2024, and 10% as of 2026, to biodiversity 

One of the achievements of the Strategy is to highlight the transformative change agenda across several 
EU policies (e.g., agriculture, trade). 

 Refers to biodiversity-proofing though there is no specific language on reforming subsidies harmful to 
biodiversity

 Indicators to be further developed

The Role of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2030



Thank you

Further reading:

OECD (2019), Biodiversity: Finance and the Economic and Business Case for Action. 
A report prepared for the G7 Environment Ministers Meeting

OECD (2019), The Post-2020 biodiversity framework: Targets, indicators and 
measurability implications at global and national level. November version.

OECD (2020), Tracking Economic Instruments and Finance for Biodiversity

OECD (2020), Biodiversity and the Economic Response to COVID-19: Ensuring a 
green and resilient recovery

OECD (forthcoming, 2021), Guidance to identify and assess subsidies harmful to 
biodiversity

For more, visit: www.oe.cd/biodiversity

http://www.oe.cd/biodiversity

